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ANNUAL  MEETING 


OF 


re  H  istorical  &  SciGnlific  Society  of  Manitoba, 


hiciiiiiual  lui'fftinK   of    Ihe    Historical 

Sciriiiitlc    Society    of  ManitoUa  was 

Id  in  ilif  principal  reading  room  of  the 

|i,.iv,    ill   the   city  hall,  Feb.  12th,  Mr. 

..  licil.  1st  vice-president,  in  the  chair. 

er  routine  business  the  various  annual 

arts  wire  read  as  follows:— 

JKIdlM   Ol-  TIIK  KXKCUTIVK  (  OINC  II-. 

marked  change  has  taken  place  in  the 

Initioii   of  our  society  during  the  year 

ItiloHcd.    The  circulating    library,  for- 

rly   one    of   the  chief  features  of  the 

llf'tv,  at  least  to  the  general  public,  has 

In  handed  over  to  the  City,  which,  how- 

fcr,  cntniMts  it   to   our  keeping  with  a 

Int  of   ^<»()0  per  annum  to  keep  up  the 

hpiv  of   magazines   and    books.      The 

^lakement  of  this  library    has    been    in 

J  hands  of  a  joint  committee  of  the  city 

liuil  and  of  the  society, the  city  furnish- 

J  the  rooms  heated  and  lighted,  and  the 

liety  paying  all  expenses  of  attendants 

ll  maintenance.    This  arrangement,  it 

Ibelieved,  gives   very   general  satisfac- 

n,  and   also   relieves  the  society  of  a 

Hen   which   it   was  long  felt  did  not 

ae  within   the   scope  of  the  society's 

litiiiiate  operations.    The  report  of  the 

at  committee  is  appended. 

[iihrarian— During  the  year  Mr.Hughan, 

'faithful  and  energetic  librarian,  retir- 

I  and  in  recognition  of  his  services,  dat- 

;  from  the  early  days  of  the  society,    he 

K'lefted  a  life  member.    In    his    place 

B8  inkster  was  appointed,and  at  a  later 

Miss  Jackson   as   assistant.    These 

[)ointiuents   have   given  great  satisfac- 

^'ork  of  the  Society— During   the  year 
pers  were  read  as  follows:  — 

'.lohn  Tanner,  a  Manitoba  Scout, "  by 
p.  Geo.  Bryce,  LL  D.,  20  April,  188.S, 
t)lished. 

Henry's  journal,  or  adventures  and 
erienres  in  the    fur  trade  on  the  Red 
er,  lT!)'.tl801,  by  C.N.  Bell,  F.R.G.S.,  1st 
•president,  4th  May,  1888,  published. 

'Reminiscences  of  the  Fenian  raid  of 
by    Hon.  G.    McMicken,  2nd  vice- 
sirii'iit;  May,  1888,  published. 

Certain  letters   of   Lord  Selkirk  and 

Jers,   hitherto  unpublished,  and  docu- 

ats  connected  with   the   early   history 

I  Helileinent  of  the  Red  river  country, 

by  Kev.  Dr.  Bryce  and  C.  N.  Bell,  Ist 

president.  Jan.  17,  1889,  published. 

"Botany  and   its  relation  to  Meteor- 
uy,    l)y  Mr.  T.  Wilson,  Jan.  24,  1889. 
leadiiiKs  were  given  under  the  auspices 
khe  society  on  the   evenings   of  June  o 


and  (),  1888,  by  Mr.   Dickens,   son    of  Chan 
Dickens. 

The  Fort  Garry  Gateway— In  the  month 
of  April  the  society  interested  itself  in  the 
preservation  of  the  old  gateway  of  Fort 
Garry,  as  a  land  mark  of  the  early  history 
of  the  city  and  Province,  around  which 
many  associftions  cluster.  At  our  sug- 
gestion a  public  meeting  was  held  and,  in 
connection  with  the  city  council,  negotia- 
tions were  entered  into  with  tne  H.B.  Co. 
It  is  hoped  that  a  result  will  be  reached 
which  will  secure  the  preset  vation  of  this 
very  interesting  relic. 

Communications  have  been  received 
from  the  following  corresponding  mem- 
bers and  others:  Dr.  McLean  of^Fort 
Macleod,  on  the  grammar  of  the  Black- 
foot  language;  Mr.  Francis  Talbot  of  Wa- 
basha, Minn.,  sending  a  copy  of  an  un- 
published letter  of  Lord  Selkirk,  and  some 
interesting  reminiscences  of  the  Selkirk 
settlement. 

Members— The  list  of  members  is  as 
follows:  (1)  honorary  members,  l!»;  (2) 
life  members,  14;  (:i)  corresponding  mem- 
bers, ;J0;  (4>  active  members,  5!). 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  a  great- 
er interest  in  the  work  of   the   society  is 
not  taken  by   the  citizens   of   Winnipeg, 
and  the  public  men  of  the   province.    The 
.  importance  of  the  exchanges  alone   is  not 
I  to  be  measured  by  any  mere  money  value, 
embracing  as  they  do   the  extensive  and 
costly   publications    of    the    Smithsonian 
I  Institution  of   Washington,   the  various 
'  departmental  reports   from  Washington 
]  and  Ottawa,  the  reports  of  the  Royal  so- 
'  ciety  of  Canada  and   reparts   from    many 
'  learned  societies  of  England,  France,  Ger- 
many, Belgium,  Brazil,  etc. 
!     The  reference  library— There   have  not 
I  been  so  many  additions  to  this  library  as 
we  could  wish,  and  we  would  recommend 
that  strenuous  eflorts  be  made   by  secur- 
I  ing     additional      grants,     by      seeking 
,  to  extend  our  exchange  list,  and  in  every 
possible  way,  to  add  to  this  very  valuable 
collection.      Special  etlort  on  the  part  of 
individual  members  to  secure  new  mem- 
bers, to  obtain  donations,  and  to  keep    up 
public  interest  will  not  fail  to  increase  the 
;  usefulness  of  the  society. 

!  Meetings— There  have  been  eight  meet- 
,  ings  of  the  society,  which,  if  not  always 
I  largely  attended,  have  been  of  a  very  in- 
!  teresting  nature.  The  executive  council 
had  14  meetings. 

Visitors— The  rooms  of  the  society  have 
been  visited  by  large  numbers  of  citizens 
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(irid  HtrangerM.  This  in  a,  mat  tor  of  Homo 
iniportatKC,  iis  visitofH  iiHsisl  in  tixlcndinu 
a  knowliMiKe  of  the  Hocioty  and  its  opcr- 
atioiiH. 

DeiithM  -Weliavc  to  report  the  death  of 
one  of  our  honorary  ineniherw,  Sir  .lolin 
KoHe,  whirh  otrurred  in  Scotland,  AuguHt, 
IH8H. 

All  of  which  is  reHpectfully  Huhinitted. 
W.  1),  AKi>A(iii,  PreHldent. 
A.  HowKKMAN,  Cor.  Secretary. 
TreaaurerM    Beport. 

The  followini<  is  the  report  of  the  trea- 
Hurer,  audited  and  found  correct  by  Mr, 
W.  J.  Akin,  auditor  : 

Ilistorii'Hl   I'lihlio 
Society       Ijjhry. 

Ki'lpiiiiU'N  7,  ISHil. 
(a)4    niciiibcrs  Hisl    lor  IHHjI,  *."> 

Mulisciiiiiion   <(  IWl'i  .V) 

m  nii'iiihcrH  Hisl.   fui    1881).  $.') 

hiil).sci'i|ilioii ;i(Xi  <i() 

lMO  siil)siiii)cr.-!  I'lililic   I.ilimry 

(or  ls,s,S  il8.")  oO 

i;t7  HU  line  I'll  Ids   I'lililir  Libi'iii'y 

1  ■    I8MI •-'7 4  (10 

Kifics  I'm'  books  I'ulilic  i>iliriiry  •.','1  17 

rroviiiciiil  Ki'iiiil   to  liirttorical 

S()ck't>,  I88S L'.')0  (Ml 

Doiiiiijiiii  •'•  '"I 

CaliiloKiicw     iiiiii       ijiimiihli'ls 

sold    11  8<' 

rr(ici;i;(ls  of  "DicltciiH' "  rciiil- 

in^K :i.'><'  I"" 

Toliils    *1.-.'17  ;«)     .1<782  1)7 

Hisloriciil  lii'iiiuli 1.217  HO 

l'ul)lic  J  libiaiy  liruiH  li  7h2 '.(7 

«:'.(HH1  ■-'7 

I  .V^li   I'.VIII. 

Ilisloi  ical  I'liblic 
!S<it'i('l.\ .      Lib. 
Salaries,  111  reals  1887  Piiil        .S    1?7  aO 

for  1888,  Mr.  lluKhiiii.  ijj  SW  aO 

"  Miss  liiksicr  i 
ami  ussislaiil 

cliairman         /  :m  00 

HisiKriciil  SoriciN  arrears  rent 

1887 11(1  (HI 

Historieal   Soeii^iy  Insurances 

for  :!  years l.i  (HI 

lllslorical     Soiicly.     Dickens' 

Ivi  U(liIl^?s,  e\I)eiiHi;s l.Vi  (H) 

Print  iiiK  f"i' year Ill  (H) 

Kill'.  Hriltaniea,  &e II  ■.'■) 

I'oslaKcs '"  '"       '•>  !•'' 

Sundriea '•'  I''       -•"'  »0 

•I'olalH «  lli')7  ;«i  IJ  815  4.> 

Hisloriiiil   hrancli !''">7  ;«) 

I'ulilic  l/ibrar.\   liraiuh   81.)  l.'i 

Keb.    II,  1880,  lialaiK-e    cash    on 

band   •:'J7  .'C 

§■.',000  27 
KEl'Oirr     OK     TIIK     .lOINT       I.IMRAHY       COM- 
MII"1"EK. 

The  joint  library  connnittee  of  the  His- 
torical Society  and  Ciiy  Council  bensi  to 
report  the  proceediiiKH  of  its  first  year's 
work.  The  committee  on  behalf  of  the 
society  consisted  of  Rev.  Dr.  Bryce  (chair- 
man). Rev.  I'rof.  Hart,  for  the  mouths  of 
February  and  March  Mr.  A.  McNee,  and 
after  that  time  of  Judge  Ardagh.     On  be- 


,  half  of  llie  city  the  representative  am 
'  men  were  Messrs,  (Jrundy,  Rib  v 
liakcr.  The  iiieetingK  of  the  coiniiir.d 
wen-  characterized  by  tlie great i-iitj 
mony,  Durinu  the  society's  year  1 1  met 
ings  were  held. 

Librarians— For    several     months 
former  librarian,  Mr.  W.  H.  Hugiian, 
the  assistant  at  last  annual  meetiiii;,  .M^ 
.Martin,  were  continued.     On  tlie  rmz 
lion  of  Miss  Martin,    Miss  I'lorence 
ster  was  apnointed    assistant,    anrlonj 
resignation  of  Mr.ilughan  in  Augu^i  MJ 
Inkster  was  appo.ntea  librarian  ami  .m] 
i  Mblia  .lackson  assistant.      The    prestn'l 
brarians  are  in  v\  ry  respect    well    surJ 
for  their  positions  and  give  general  sal] 
faction. 
The  Library  -Shortly  after    last  inn^ 
'  meeting  the  library  committee  of   ilie 
I  ciety  selected  a    considerable    nuiiiberj 
books  from  the  society's  circulaliuK  li'i 
j  ry  and  handed    these    over  to    the  joJ 
I  (committee.    These,  along  with    the  nil 
I  books  purchased,  iiave  been  all  staiiiiniil 
!  belonging  to  the  cilv  public    library.   l| 
society's  ref^irence  lorary  contained  in: 
inner  room  'las  hee.i  kept    entirely  stp 
ale  from  the    city    and    Isbisler  lilirnr* 
During  the  year  the  circulating  and  re(J 
ence  libraries  have  been    entirely    eaiaj 
gued  and  the  convenient  card  system  ntj 
makes  it  possible  to  find  the   work  of 
author,  and  the  subjects  included    in 
library,  with  the  greatest  e.xpedition. 
writing  out  of  a  card  description  of  cvei 
one  of  the  thousands  of  books  haseniai.! 
an  enormous  work  upon  the  librarians  | 

The   books— At  the    Deginning   of 
year  the  tender  for    supplying    books 
the  library  given  in  by  Mr.  W.  I),  Hii* 
was  accepted  as  being  more  favorableili 
any  citT  tender,  or  even  than  the  Torci 
and    Alontreal      tenders.     Books    to 
number   of   VM   and    to    the   amount  1 
$120.42  have  been   received.    These  hi 
1  been      regularly       added;    and       ■Mi\( 
\  ised       at       least       once       a     fortnij 
I  and      have     done     much     to    keep 
I  inlerest  in  the  library.    The  books  .irei 
j  eluded  in  the  departments  of  fiction,  ij 
i  ory,  travel  and  general  literature. 
I  ing  the  year    regulations    a:overninn 
I  use  of  the  library  were  adopted,  and  ili^ 
have  worked  well. 
Reading  Room— The    usual    maj^az.:! 
i  and  papers  supplied  to  our  readers 
\  supplied  during    the  year  by  Mr.  .Me.xi 
!  dor  Taylor.     A  short  time  ago,  on  ilie^ 
i  piring  of    the    old    arrangement,  \i:ni\ 
j  were  called  for,  when   Mr.  R.  I).  l!irl:a 
I  son's,  being    the    lowest,  for  $171. .ii'. 
accepted.    The    rooms    are    more  iara 
patronized  than  ever  before,  the  nuiiitl 
;  on  some  Saturdays    having    readied 
hundred  and  thirty-tve.    Since   tlie  ei 
I  tion  of  the  new  council    the    meniiiers 
presenting    the  city  are   Messrs.  (iruii| 
K.  McKenzie  and  C.  U.  Campbell. 

Gkori.k  Bkyce,  Chaiiniai 

Books  lent  during  year  1888— licnl 
1.319;  scientific,  75;  history,  205; geoiirapj 
voyage  and  travel,  312;    biography, 


i/iiies.   illT;    poetry,  !is;    iMluciitioTial. 
IftMsic'il,    ."li) ;    littTiiiure,    :H'i7;    total 
Is  fi)r  M'.'ir,  •'•,  l">T. 
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MIlTKi;. 


IIISIiiK  V    (  ()\|. 


L  Niiiinil  IliHtory  commit I'v-  Imvc  to 

|r(  ,is  ioiIowm:  — 

1(1'  iiw  .ulililions  have   Ihm-ii    miidc  to 

|himi(I)s  miisfuiii    collections  fluriiin 

l.ist  >c;ir, 

l\,ilii,ililc  uift  from  Mr.  J.   .S.   ("jimscll, 

SiMi|H((ii,    Mackfii/ic    llivcr,  in  Ihc 

ifihi'  skcli'loii   of   II    musk-ox,  wiis 

|li  ;i|]|iir(i(ite(l.    A  collect  ion  of  jinisseM 

\Ii->  ('r.ilK,  of  .Ft.    McLeod,    was  re- 

til  iii'l  .iilded    lo    th»    Hociety's    lar>?c 

,il  .  iillcciion. 

plirii  It'll  !)>•  Ilie  council,   the    re(|Uust 

Whiii'.ivis.  of  tlie  Cinadian    ^eolo- 

'iirvtv,  to  he  ^iven  somefossils  from 

liiu-'i'uni.  in  return    for    a    named  col- 

•)n  III  s|i('i'iniens  from  I'^istern  Canada 

|ciiMi|ilit'il  Willi.     Dr.    Whileaves    ha> 

((•:  liici  lime  lo  forward  his    coiitrihu- 

lull  ilicy  uiil  no  doubt  he  of  value  lo 

koi'icty. 

lis  MTV  didicult    to   arranKe    tlie  con- 

iii    liie    museum,    owin^t  to  lack  of 

and  I  he  want  of  proper    ii«ht,  in  the 

liiiiis.  «  here  the  majority  of  the  cases 

li'uaied.       While  something  could  he 

I  ti)  Improve  the  uroupiiiK  of  the    Keo 

liii  .111(1  luineroloKical    specimens,    the 

1m  IS  of  I  he  committee  have  not  found 

III)  Jit)  over  the  -oi^e  tions. 

('HAKi.i;.'^  \.  Hki.i.. 

Chairman. 

ttT  ,1  brief  discussion,  in  which   sev- 

|j!('nili'iiien  congratulated  the  society 

satisfactory  llnanciai  position,  coin- 

"iih  former  years,  and   bore  testi- 

Id  the  etticiency  and   faithful  work 

<■  Mjuiiir  lady  librarians,  the  election 

r\ii  iitivi!  council  of   fitteen   niein- 

iniiil  liic  oilicers  for  the  cominp:  year 

Ijirodi'ik'd   with,  with  the  following 


results,  Ilev.  Mr.  H(\ird  and    .Mr.  Turnork 
lU'tiiiK  as  scrutineers: 

i:\Kt  !•  1 1 VI-;  (  ur.Ni  ii.. 

i!ev.  Dr.  Hryce,  Me-isrs.  Stephen  N'airn, 
C.  N.Hell.  .\  Uitwcrman.  Uev.  .\.  H.  Haird, 
I)  S.Curry.  !{ev.  I'fof.  ll.iri.  Dr.  .Vi/iicv, 
I'rof.  Cochran,  I'ruf.  Liird,  I".  11  Turnock, 
•  Fi  iljjre  .Vrdiinli.  .lames 'I' i>  lnr,  (ieo.  I'rrtser 
a  id  it.  W.  .lameson. 

oiH(  i:ks  ki.kc'ki)  i'kom  i  hi:  (  oiNt  ii.. 

I'reHideiit,  Mr,  C.  N.  Hi-ll;  1st  vice-presi- 
lent,  Uev.  A.  M  Haird; -iid  vice-presideiii, 
Mr.  A.  Howennan:  r()rrespondliii,c  iccre- 
lary,  Mr.  !•'.  H.  Turnock,  recordinu  secre- 
tary, »Mr.  .lames  Taylor;  treasurer.  .Mr. 
'tephen  Nairn  (ret'leciedi.  Members  of 
the  joint  city  library  cnmmitlee,  re  elected 
from  the  society's  lil)rary  conimiltee, 
Uevs.  Dr.  Mryceand  I'rof.  Ilari.ainl  .liidu'c 
Ardanh.  All  the  e'eclions  of  ollirers  were 
l>y  acclamation,  there  beiiiK  hut  one 
nomination  in  each  instance. 

KKsoi.fi  IONS  ANI>   sr(i(;F:sii(i\s. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hryce  it  was  resolved 
tliat  the  e.xecutive  council  be  urned  to  rte- 
vote  as  much  attention  as  oossible  to  in- 
creasinK  the  reference  li/i     v. 

l)n  motion  of  .Mr.  Nair.  .Mr.  \V.  .1. 
Akin  was  re-appoinled  auditor  and 
thanked  by  the  society  'or  his  services 
last  year. 

The  president  elect  suKuesLcd  that  the 
society  mark  the  historic  localities  about 
the  city,  for  example  the  scene  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Seven  Oaks:  pul)li(;  y;at berinyts  witli 
the  readin(r  of  historic  papers  and  siiort 
addresses,  hein^  held  for  the  purpose. 

Uev.  Mr.  Haird  suKgested  that  better 
accomodation  should  be  secured  for  tlie 
museum;  and  the  presichsnt,  the  necessity 
of  liaving  a  vault  for  the  preservation  of 
important  papers.  In  connection  with 
the  latter  a  resolution,  moved  by  I'rofs. 
Bryceanil  Mart,  was  passed  that  applica- 
tion be  made  to  the  city  council  for  an  un- 
used vault. 


i:x(!H.\x<ii':s  i{iH-i:ivi:i>  roic  ihh«. 


ICIisliii  Milihcll  Sciriilitic  Sdiiilv. 
Aiiifiicim  Sl;ili-,li(:il  AsMiiiiilimi. 
(■I'liiiiiii  ('(il(>iii:il  Sii<  illy  ( I!)  rliii). 
lli(li:iM:i  Siiricty  iif  ( '.  I'..  .V   Sim  \  iviiin. 
(aiiiiiliaiiM,  MniitriMl. 
( ':inM(li:in  ICiiliiiii'ilonisl. 
AtiuTii-Mi  Muse    ,1  of   \;iliir;il  1  li'^lmv. 
liiilc'd  Sillies  ( ;t{il(if,'i(:il  Sinvi-v. 
"  \;i\  y  l)i|);irtMi<iil. 

"  l)<'|)iirliiUTil  (if   Aiirii  iillinr. 

"  IliiicMii  rif   l-Miii';ili(iii. 

'rrciisiirv  |)c-|)iiiliruiil. 
Drpaitinciil  iif  r  Ijir. 
\\';ir  Drpuilimnl. 
|)(|Kiiliiit'iil  (if   InUiiiir. 
HiMC;!!!  (if    l''.lliiiiil(it;\ . 
li-.. 


Society  of  An-. 

New  fumliiiid  I  lisloriciil  .iiul  ( i(iic;ili)2i(  : 

llMrvMid  I  'nivirsiu . 

Toronto  I*iili|i(    I  /ilir;u'\ . 

Anu'viciiii  Itisiil  lite  (if   Mining   I^iiuiiifCfs. 

Iniju'riiii  I'ldi'iilioM. 

Wisconsin  SImIc  I  lisl(iri(;il  SocicU. 

I'lililic  I.iliiMiv,  \cwc;isllc  ii|)oii-'l  yuc. 

I'lic  Siiniliiiv  liisliiulc  ol   (irciil  Uiil.iiii. 
\l 1 It      I  1 :    4. ...:... .1    s;   ...:.. I. 


(hen     llnf. 


Miisciiins. 
luij^iiiccr's  C'l"l)  of   lMiil;i(lcl|iiuM. 
Itostoii  I'lililic  l.ibnirv. 
Till'  Smillisoiiiiiii  liistiliilion. 
Ko\:il  Soci('l\  of    \c\v  Soiilli  Willi's. 
UovmI  I'liv^iciil  SocIcIy,  l';iliiiliiiri;li,  ScdthcM 


Tlic  l.ociil  l*r(i\  inciiil  <io\  cniiiu'iit. 
()ll;iu;i  I'icld  Niiliiiiilisis'  Cliili, 
'!o\iil  Sim  ict  \  of  CiinaiLi 

l'"sscv    Inst  it  lite. 


LI 

Jtiiriii  ( 'dtoinst. 
li.h  ('iijiiiiiliiaii 
laM'I'nilli. 

,irv  ll.i-.ilil. 
KiiMloll   lliillctiii 

■((■  All'iii    Tiiii 

tll.llcw.in   lien 

ll.Mld    (m/cIIc. 

Ill  nil'  II. il  Tiiiii 
jllilidL'l'  News. 
KiiM  l.caili'r. 
IjM.i  jiiuiiial. 
|\|i|ull(    X'idi'Itt 
ipilli  I'niijrc! 
.riiniii  fiiuricr. 
Hill  Ailv  incc. 
hiliiii  Sun. 

nil  Times. 
Iiii;r  Li  I'Liirie  I 
la:;c  l.i  I'l.iiiie  1 
(ii.iu.i   lt(;;is|ir. 
l-|(iiu'    \^e. 
Ificildsa  Triliiiiie 
llilnii  Merciirv. 
|(li  II  Miiiiilor. 
•,.ill  News. 
1  Mniiiiil  Seiiliii 
|iik  Iteioid. 
inlnli.l. 

li-iiii  liilci'iiatio 

|l-i>'!    I  tlllfS. 


Hill. 

Mai 
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LIST  OF  FREE  NEWSPAIM^RH  KKCi:iVi:i>. 

■lin.i  ('•iloiiisl.  Milliiri  OInhc, 

|i-n{-..liMiilii:iii   New  W.  M.  Slock  (Jniuir'-    |()\ifn:il. 

I'"  II'  I'll"'-  .  I'oii  Aniiiif  Sentinel. 

|,„i,i..i.  linlli'tm.  I.oiKJiiii  I'tcf  I'rt-ss. 

AIIh  ri    I  line-.  \(.iiln\i>l  ( ■.niriiT. 

Li.  hi  w, III  lliTiilil.  Ndrlliwcsl  K.'vicu. 

ll-||"l '"''■""■•                     ■  Uiiuiipcu  \(ir'   \\  c'^i  |-:iniur. 

liMIII    II  ll     I  MIK"..  ..              Ciloiiisl. 

|il.ri,lt;i-  \iw-.  -.            foitiiiirniiil. 

till, 1  1.1  M.I.  r.          ^  ••            (;:i/,.|t<-. 

jiii,i.|..iiri:;il.  ••            School  TiMir-. 

|\|.|.,  II,    \  kIcIIc.  •.             I,;,m-.'l. 

i|nlli   I'roiilTss.  ..            M;iiiitol..i  ColliL'f  louinal. 

|)s.'Illill  (.  ouni'f.  '»               ».,(_    Inllll'-- 

.11  AiKmmci'.  '.            W'li'uliorn's  (iiii.l.-. 

l,|..iiSiiii.  ••            1>.  <).  (;,ii.lr. 

l.i.ill    I  llllfS.  ..                lIlMKlclMin'^  (iM/Cllc. 

fcmil.i  I'r.iincKcvu-w.  •■           Mi'miKtsom's  DivcMlorv. 

Jmjc  1,1  I'l.iin.'  l,ilicr;il.  ■■            1  U-iinsK,inir|;i, 

i).iw;i   lic-i-lir,  ••            l.oirl.cr;;. 

Jj^I.iiu     \:;i,  'I            S<-:in(llii;ivi;iii  ( ■|iti,iili;ni 

Iti.'.lii-.i  liilMinc.  .    •>            |.-,.,,,.  |.|.,.^^ 

kii..ii  MiTiiirv.  ••          ( •||||. 

|(ii  11  Monitor.  ••            Sun. 

II  Vi'">.  <)lt:iua  lonrnii'l. 

[  Ml. nil. I  ScntMicl.  ■I'oronto'  Mininir  liivicw. 

|i''>  Ki'ionl.  Diitili  ii.\\  v|);i|.cr. 

!'"''■'■  Kiipicl  (■it\  Spcctntor, 

11  lMlcni;ition:il.  ..              \  iiwli.iilor. 

'  li"""~.  \\'iniii|)f^  Siftinir--. 

DTIIKK    I'flir.K    \l  IONS, 

N'i'\vs|);i|irr^ 

Ilhistrati'cl   ^'(•^v^|)a|)l•^,•^ '..','.'.'........    lo 

Miiirii/ini". ^, 
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From 
Jud^e  Ardaeh, 


Miss  Craif?, 

G.  A.  Bayne, 
MiHs  Beckett, 


C.  N.  Bell, 


A.  Bowermarj, 


Rev.  Dr.  Bryce. 


Caleb  D.  Bradlee, 


DONATIONS  DURING  1888. 

Bell's  History  Canada,  3  voIf. 
Jas.  &  Phillip  Van  Artweld. 
Ttie  Lost  Duchess. 
Blackie's  Self-Culture. 
Les  Phares. 

Grasses  collected  at  Fort  McLeod. 

Jno.  Phillip's  Saskatchewan  Directory,  lH;iH. 

Petrified  Moss  from  Pembina,  Mtn. 

2  copies  Schenerazade. 

Under  the  Red  l"'lag.  , 

Last  Days  of  Pompeii. 

From  Darkness  to  Light. 

Correspondence  relating  to  Central  Railway, 
The  Selkirk  Settlement. 

New  York  Produce  Exchange  An.  Reports,  18'/2 
Chicago  Bokrd  of  Trade  Annual  Reports,  1873,  ' 

'79,  '80,  '81,  '84. 
Queen's  College  University  Calendar,  1888  '80. 

Science  Magazine  for  1888. 

Report  Botanical  Work  in  Minnesota,  1886. 

Catalogue  of  Flora  of  Minnesota. 

Manitoba  University  Calendar,  1887. 
King  Solomon's  Mines. 
Mineral  Exhibit,  Province  of  Ontario. 
1888,  Annual  Centennial  Exposition. 

Easter  Sunday  Sermon,  Brooklyn. 


■'73.  '7:i-:i| 

7o,  '76. 7 


Pierre  Deschambault,    Calumet  made  of  Pipestone. 

Mr  Fox  (in  custody  for)  Chief  Crowfoot's  Hat. 

Chief  Poundraaker's  Moccasins. 
Siftings,  June  2(5,  1888,  describing  above. 


Wm.  Goodridge, 
Samuel  A.  Green, 


Mrs.  Hannah, 
Harry  Kirk, 
Col.  L.  B.  Marsh, 
Chas.  Stewart, 
Miss  F.  InUster, 

Lt.-Gov.  Schultz, 
F.  H.  Turnock, 


Maps  of  Municipality  of  Springfield. 

Proceedings  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  1880-7. 

Report  " 
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PP^ESIDENT'S  INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 


ii  a  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the 
jntuba  Scientific  and  HiHtorical  so- 
Ity,  President  C.  N.  Bell  delivered  the 
l]owin)<  inaugural  address  to  the  offi- 
fs  and  iiiembera  : 

fhis  lieiiig  the  first  meeting  of  the  soci- 

■  since  the  annual    election  of  otHcers,  I 

iv  the  opportunity    afforded   me  of  ad- 

^Hsin);  YOU     on    the     subject  of    what 

Dukl   >)e   our  lines  of   worli  during  the 

ling  year.     The  avowed   object  of  the 

Istence  of  our  society  is  "to  collect  and 

intuin  a  general  library  of  scientific  and 

pular  literature,    also   to   embody,    ar- 

pge  ami    preserve   a  library  of  books, 

Diphieis,  maps,  manuscripts,  prints,  pa- 

land  paintings;  a  cabinet  and  museum 

aiiueralH,  archaeological  curiosities  and 

Sects  generally  illustrative  of  the  civil, 

ngious,  literary  and     itural  history  o' 

lands  and  territoriet»  north  and  we^  c 

[,ake  Superior;  to   rescue  from  oblivioj 

I  memory  of  the  early  missionaries,  fur 

derH  and  settlers  of  the  aforesaid  lands 

territories,  and    to   obtain   and  pre- 

\t  narratives  in  print,   manuscript,  or 

lerwise.  of  their  adventures,  labors  and 

Nervations;  to  ascertain,  record  and  pub 

when   necessary,    information  with 

^ard  to  the  history  and    present  condi- 

I  of  the  said   regions,    and  the  society 

iy  take  stepx  to  promote   the   study  of 

Itory  and  science  by  lectures  and  r^her- 

le." 

pe  society  has  not  been  idle  during  the 
jtrs  of  its  existence,  leaving  collected  a 
^e  number  of  books,  pamphlets,  papers 
manuscripts,  with  a  very  fair  mus- 
in  addition  to  publishing  thirty- 
ee  papers  read  by  members  and  friends 
Dur  monthly  meetings.  Much  has  been 
Be,  l)ut  we  have  a  wide  and  fertile  field 
research  to  labor  in,  and  I  desire  to 
I^CHt  some  definite  lines  of  work  that 
1  lor  our  prompt  attention,  in  the  hope 
^t  iiicmliers  will  be  Induced  to  take  an 
Brest  in  them,  and  afterwards  give  us 
I  result  in  the  form  of  papers  for  pub- 
fctioti. 

The  Hthnology*of  the  Indian  tribes  of 
)  Northwest  is  a  field  that  has  attract- 
la"  yei,  but  few  active  workers.  The 
pd  advance  of  civilization  is  quickly  re- 
nni{  opportunities  for  observing  and 
Drdini.'  data  relating  to  the  languages, 
Kal  lit  ,  ass,  dwellings,  utensils,  me- 
ual  preparations,  mortuary  customs 
legends  of  the  natives.  If  we  do  not 
Bp  the  opportunity  which  is  pre- 
uienibers  in  future  years  will 
ly  accuse  us  of  negligence 
want  of  foresight.  During  the  past 
8e  years  the  American  Bureau  of  Elh- 
^iiy  has  expended  large  sums  in  collect- 
llu'  surviving  legends  of  the  Seven 
fions  people,  diluted  as  they  must  be 
ho  iuirusion  of  modern  reasoning  and 


coloring.    A    strong   and  active  effort  on 
our  part  at  this  time,  by    soliciting   those 
brought  into  contact  with  the  Indians,  to 
secure  for  us  the  legendary  and  other  data 
mentioned, should  not  be  barren  of  results. 
!  What  may  be  called  a  kindred  subject   is 
the  movement  of  the  Indian  tribes    in  the 
Northwest.     We  have  available  a  certain 
I  amount  of  ir.'ormation   to  be  found  in  the 
i  books  written  on  the  country  now  includ- 
ed   in  Canada,  during  the  past  200  years, 
but  much  should  be  learned  from  the  tra- 
ditionary stories  related  by  the  different 
Indian  peoples.    I  believe  that  to  a  great 
I  extent  the  recession  to  the  west  of  the  buf- 
<  falo  was  followed  by  a  general  disturbance 
I  of     the      then     understood     boundaries 
of    the    Indian    countries.    In    the    Arst 
days     of     the     present     century    it    is 
known    that   the    Iroquois   from    Lower 
Canada,    accompanying   the    white     fur- 
'  traders,  had  penetrated  to  the  Saskatche- 
I  wan  and  even  to  the  Pacific  coast.    So  in 
I  the  case  of   the   Saulteaux,  who  followed 
I  their    near   relatives,  the  Crees,  into  the 
I  Saskatchevt  an    country  and  to  some   ex- 
!  tent    lost   their   peculiar  "wood  Indian" 
I  customs   and    habits  in  living  near  or  on 
1  the  great   plains  for  the  purpose  of  hunt- 
ing   the   buffalo.    The  Assiniboines,  who 
!  gave    their   name  to  one  of  our  rivers,  in 
j  the  early  part  of  this  century  inhabited  a 
i  part   of   the    territory  now  in  Manitoba, 
I  and  to-day  they  are  collected  in  the  Battle- 
1  ford  district.    So    far   as  has  come  to  my 
I  notice,  little   or   nothing  is  known  of  the 
I  religions  customs  of  the  Crees  and  North- 
ern   Indians   prior   to   the  advent  of  the 
I  white    missionaries.    This    is    a   subject 
I  that    might   be   investigated    wit.i  some 
!  liope   of   success,  and   as   French  Jesuit 
I  missionaries  accompanied  La  Vere,  idrye 
in  his  travels  into  this  prairie  count  ry  in 
!  IT.il,  it  would  be  most  interesting  to  1  '.arn 
1  if  Fathers  Provencher  and   Dumouliw  in 
'  1818,  on  their  arrival  in  Red  river,  found 
any  Christian  religious  observances  prac- 
ticed    by     the     Indians    as    the    result 
of  the  spiritual  work  of  the  first  mission- 
aries.   It   is   true   it    would    be  difficult 
to  distinguish  the  work    done    by    these 
original  fathers,  when  we  know  that  after 
they  left  the  country  the  Indians  had  asso- 
ciated for  a   long   term  of   years  with  the 
white  fur  traders,  some  of  whom,  judging 
from  their  written  journals,   were  men  of 
Christian  character. 

A  complete  history  of  religious  work  in 
this  country  since  the  appearance  of  mis- 
sionaries, with  the  statistics  of  the 
churches  built,  and  attendance,  would  be 
valuable.  The  material  for  such  a  paper 
is  likely  obtainable. 

The  history   of   education  in  the  North- 
west would  give  scope  enough  to  some  ac- 
I  live  member,  for  presenting  an  important 
'  contribution  to  our  list  of  papers.     Some 
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letters  recently  brought  to  liRht  will  sup- 
ply information  on  the  educational  facil- 
itieH  offered  in  the  lied  River  Settlement 
in  is2r)-:{;{. 

An  explanation  of  the  ditl'erent  forms  of 
government  that  have  prevailed  in  the 
Selkirk  Settlement  would  be  an  import- 
tant  addition  tc  our  papers  on  the  history 
of  the  settlement. 

As  each  journal,  kept  by  the  early  fur- 
traders,  is  discovered,  we  find  mention 
made  of  forts  and  trading  posts  not  refer- 
red to  elsewhere.  While  a  list  of  some  of 
these  old  estaMishnients  has  been  pub- 
lished by  the  .society,  many  additions  have 
been  made  to  our  store  of  knowledge  dur- 
ing the  pait  two  years,  and  it  is  important 
that  the  later  information  should  be  placed 
in  print. 

Speaking  in  a  general  way,  with  the 
exception  of  some  papers  in  the  French 
archives,  Mackenzie's  voyage  to  the 
Frozen  Sea  and  the  unpublisned  journal 
of  .John  McDonald,  now  in  my  own  keep- 
ing, we  are  without  information  as  to  the 
history  of  the  Northwest  from  173(5  to 
1800.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to  ob- 
tain possession  of  the  jou'  lals  of  Sir  A. 
McKenzie  and  Col.  A.  N.  McLeod  which, 
it  is  understood,  are  still  in  existence. 

There  are  certam  historic  spots  in  or 
near  this  city,  such  as  the  old  Fort  Garry 
Gateway  and  the  sites  of  Fort  Douglas 
and  of  the  fight  between  Governor  Semple 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Co.  and  the  Bois- 
Brulez  in  IHUi,  on  the  main  road  at  Ink- 
sters  Creek,  which  should  be  secured  or 
marked  in  some  way  as  pertaining  to  im- 
portant epochs  in  the  history  of  the  coun- 
try. Tliere  is  reason  to  believe  that  a 
move  of  this  kind  would  be  popular. 

To  members  who  are  of  a  geological 
turn  of  mind  there  is  a  rich  Held  t)  ex- 
plore. Our  museum  bears  evidence  of  the 
fact  that  within  a  short  distance  of  these 
rooms  there  is  an  abundance  of  material 
for  the  palaeontologist  to  collect  and 
study.  The  daily  paoers  frequently  con- 
tain items  of  information  regarding  the 
revelations  made  of  earth  and  rock  forma- 
tions in  the  boring  of  wells  throughout  the 
Province!  and  with  but  little  labor  and 
inquiry  sufficient  data  can  be  collected, 
on  this  subject,  to  form  the  basis  of  a 
paper  of  practical  value.  Papers  on  min- 
eralogy dealing  with  the  gold,  silver,  leaa, 
iron,  asbestos  and  other  deposits  of  ihe 
Lake  of  the  Woods  and  Lake  Winnipeg 
districts;  the  marble,  gypsum,  salt  and 
petroleum  formations  of  the  region  sur- 
rounding lakes  Manitoba,  Wiunipegoosis, 
Dauphin  and  Swan,  and  the  coal  beds  of 
the  Souris  and  Saskatchewans  will  be 
timely  and  welcome  as  agents  for  drawing 
attention  to  the  mineral  resources  of  this 
vast  territory. 

Meteorology  should  prove  to  us  a  fruit- 
ful subject.  The  Government's  records, 
as  published,  do  not  extend  to  beyond  the 
vear  1871,  but  there  are  within  reach 
journals  and  books  which  give  more  or 
less  information  covering  odd  portions  of 
the  present  century.    Important  data  of 


I  the  areas  ell'ected  by  early  frosts,  wuhj 
degree  of  severity  experienced  in  the  i 
vatud  plateaus  and  lowlands,  the  wooiJ 
and   plain   districts,    the    land  adjomJ 
lakes  and  rivers  and  on  the  open  prainl 
the  light  and  heavy  so'ls,   etc.,  miKhi 
collected  and  turned  to  practical  benefltl 
the  future.    The   cause  of   extraordinj 
high  water   in   our   rivers,    resulting! 
',  times  in   Hoods,  is  to  be  investigated  i 
placed  on  record,  while  the  periodic  ttlrJ 
and  fall  of  the  water  in  lakes  like  Ahtl 
toba  and  the  Lake  of   the    Woods,    if  d] 
scribed  and  the  causes  explained,  vvould^ 
instructive. 

The  action  of  frost  on  soils  in  Maiiito^ 

has  received  some   attention  from  njti 

bers  of  this  society,  but  extended  o\m 

!  vations  mast  be  made,  during  a  series^ 

I  years,    to   obtain   sulHcient   mater.ai 

j  found  any  truttworthv  conclusions  upo[| 

The   botanical   field   is  almost  a  vin 
one.    As  the  dairy  interests  of   this  Vtt 
vince  are  becoming  a  prominent  featui 
I  of  the  country's  sources  of  wealth,  a  carj 
i  fully  prepared  paper  on  the  native  grasm 
I  and  tbe  vegetable   growths   injurious 
'  animals,  or  inimical  to  the  productioaij 
j  higli   grade   dairy   produce,    is   one  th 
would  be  well  received  and  bring  thes 
I  ciety's  practical  usefulness   to  tlie  notiij 
'  of  the  public. 
I     Some   of  our   medical   members  haij 
i  probably  given  attention  to  the  medicu 
I  preparations  in  use  among  the  Indians.! 
I  well  as  their  forms   of   application.   TtJ 
I  result  of  their  observations  and  enquiri^ 
I  in  this  direction  would  prove  a  littiuK  sui 
!  ject  for  a  paper.    That   we   have   Senet 
root,  collected    by    Indians  and  exporitj 
from  the  Province  to  the  United  State.i.c 
I  a  value   yearly   of   several   thousandsil 
I  dollars,  is  well  known,    A  listof  our  tra 
and  shrubs,  the  ascertained  limits  of  thd 
I  growth,     and    details   of  the  wild  frui'l 
indigenous  to  Manitoba  would  be  of  s 
1  vice.     We  have    enthusiastic  mushrooJ 
hunters   as   members.    Will  one  of  thei 
not  give  us  a  paper  on  the  edible   fungi/ 
the  Province?   So   little  is  known  of  tli| 
j  value   of   this   form  of  food,  in  a  counu 
producing   spontaneously   such   a    iar^ 
j  number  of  varieties,  that  really  goods 
vices  would    be    rendered  by  the  publiti 
I  tion  of  an  article   jjlainly   describing  til 
:  forms  and   their  usual  oiaces  of   growil) 
>  Wheat,  barley  and  oats  have  been  rm 
i  in  the  lied  River  Valley  during  the  Rreii 
!  er  part  of  the  present  century.   Where  c 
I  the  seed   come    from,    and  did  resuwinj 
i  year   after   year   result   in   any   distij 
change  of  qui:,lity  or  yielding  power  ; 
is  a  well  known  fact  that  farmers  in  tiiij 
i  province,  living  even  but  a  score  or  t  wo)[ 
j  miles  apart,  find  that  an  exchange  of  se< 
j  now  results    in    an    improved    yield  aiii 
I  quality.    As  being  a  matter  of  extraordiij 
I  ary  conseouence  to  a  great  grain  growin 
district  like  ours,  this  question,  in  allij 
bearings,   is   one   well  worthy  of  investj 
gation  by   the   society. 

Entomology     will  offer    many   indurt 
ments      to      members      who      take 


in  it— and  there  ih  much 
[their  services  belog  utili/bd.  The 
bpuL-r  visitaiiouH  to  this  region, 
Jew  ill  number,  can  be  traced,  and 
linforiiiation  regarding  them  in  col- 
land  recorded  it  may  be  of  ser- 
I  While  singularily  free  no  far 
^e  ravages  of  insect    pests,   we  can 

hope  I  u  escape  them  altogether 
luiure,  and  all  items  of  interest  re- 
|to  them  should  be  gathered  and 
ifyle.  Largely  dependent,  as  ihe 
pf  Manitoba  are,    on  the  successful 

of  lirain,  anything  liable  to  affect 
Iwiutr  erf)pH  should  be  closely  ob- 
land  Htudied. 

Vhils  and  resorts  of  the  wild  ani- 
[  the  Northwest  ever  forms  an  in- 
re  and  interesting  line  of  study, 
Ih  to  he  observed  that  the  advance 
Ization  is  surely  driving  away  ani- 
Dundaiii  but  a  few  years  ago.  The 
[bear  tijiures  as  a  leading  feature 
['prairie  tales"  of  twenty-tlve  years 
[The  traders'  journals  written  at 
on  the  Saskatchewans  contain  al- 
jaily  entries  of  encounters  with 
[lornious  animals,    but   passengers 

comfortable   sleeping    cars   now 

loothly  along  through  the  deplet- 

|tin^  fsrounds  without    obtaining  a 

Df  one    of    these  monarchs  of  the 

Sixteen  years  ago,    in  the  coun- 

traversed  by  the  Canadian  Pacific 

1}  west  of  Medicine    Hat,  standing 

li.    I    saw,    as  far  as  the  eye  could 

[(reat   moving   masses    of    buffalo, 

Fw  the   only    remnant    left  of  these 

(ss  tens   of     thousands,   are   less 

two     hundred     animals       exist- 

the      wooded      fastnesses     of 

Lthabasca      and      Peace      Rivers. 

arious    deniaciation  in  the  ranks  of 

Irthern  rabbits  every  eight  or  ten 

otters  a  subject  for  investigation. 

•  returns  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 

arins;  a  wide  range  of  years,  reveals 

that   every  ten  years  the  catch  of 

fopH  ott  suddenly  from  hundreds  of 

Qds  to   one-tenth  of  that  number, 

[the  lynx  depends  for  food  mainly 

rabiMt  supply,  there  is  evidently 
tonne  lion  between  the  periodical 
^aran(e  of  both.  The  effect  pro- 
l>n  the  prairie  soil  by  the  excavat-  i 
Id  deep  plowing  propensities  and 
Df  the  badger,  gopher  and  mole,  in- 
lin  for  a  long  succession  of  years,  is 
1  to  have  beei  considerable,  and  has 
^e  sul)ject  of  remark  and  discussion. 
mple  opportunities  for  observation, 
DO  mucn  to  ask  a  member  of   our 

History  section  to  study   up    this 

and    give  us  the  result   of  his 
Bi  '    .None  of  the  society's  publica- 
tteal   with    the  fishes  found  in  the 
imi  rivers  of  the  Northwest.    In  , 
'iiuiipen  alone  there  are  said  to  be  ', 
let  its   and    it   appears  that    there  i 
iccmlusion    in    the    names    locally 

families  of  the  pike  and  white- 
^ieiie-..      A    difference    of   opinion' 
His  ,l^  to  whetherourlake  fisheries 


'  are  being  injured   by    over  fishing,  and  a 
I  very  important  point  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, in  getting   at   the  truth  of  the 
I  situation,  is  the  extent   to    which  fish  mi- 
grate from  one  partof  thelake  to  another, 
I  and  the  cause  of  their  appearance  and  dis- 
I  appearance    in  certain     portions   of    the 
I  lakes  in  different  years.      I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  very  important  evidence  on  these 
I  points  may  be  obtained  by  inquiry. 

Northwest  birds  have  already  received 
attention  at  the  hands  of  the  society,  but 
there  is  plenty  of  room  for  ornothologi- 
cally  inclined  students  to  work  in  yet. 

So  far  as  I  know,    reptillian    life  in  thiH 
j  country  has  not  been  investigated  and  re- 
1  ported  on.     Who  will  undertake  to  identi- 
,  fy  the  frog  members  of  the  orchestra  that 
!  make  melody    during    the    summer  even- 
i  ings.    The  well-known    "snake   hole"   at 
Stony  Mountain,  with  notes  of  the  annual 
autumn  gathering   of  the  reptiles,  would 
alone  furnish  ample  material  for  an  inter- 
esting paper. 

Uur  museum  is  sadly  lacking  in   collec- 
tions of  fresh  water  and  land   shells.      A 
j  paper  on  the  varieties  found  in    this  Pro- 
I  vince  might  enlist  the  services  of  a  corps 
I  of  collectors. 

While  the  National  museum  of  the 
United  States  has  a  very  extensive  and 
valuable  collection  of  birds'  eggs,  gather- 
ed in  Manitoba  and  the  Territories  by 
correspondents  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tute, our  museum  is  without  one  identifi- 
ed specimen— who  of  our  members  will 
undertake  to  make  a  collection  for  our 
own  museum^ 

The  moundbuilders'  remaii  >  in  Mani- 
I  toba  have  by  no  means  all  been  examined 
or  studied.  There  is  a  circular  embank- 
ment a  few  miles  north  of  Crretna  that 
awaits  exploration,  and  on  the  Assini- 
boine  near  Virden  several  mounds  are  sit- 
uated whicii  should  recei'^e  attention  be- 
fore the  plowshare  destroys  them.  ]<jxca- 
vations  made  at  Point  Dtnglas  and  Fort 
Rouge  have  revealed  the  remains  of  ani- 
mals and  charred  wood  at  from  six  to 
twelve  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
ground,  and  as  time  passes  other  "finds' 
of  like  nature  will  undoubtedly  occur. 
Every  effort  should  be  made  to  secure  re- 
liable information  concerning  them,  to 
place  on  record  in  our  archives  for  future 
use. 

It  is  a  matter  of  speculation  with  all  of 
us  as  to  where  and  why  were  chosen  some 
of  the  names  of  counties,  parishes,  elec- 
toral divisions,  cities,  towns,  villages, 
post  offices  and  physical  features  in  this 
Province.  It  is  not  too  late  to  collect  in- 
formation on  the  subject  which  would  be 
authentic  and  of  great  historical  impor- 
tance in  future  years. 

I  would  earnestly  press  the  library  com- 
mittee to  extend,  as  far  as  possible,  our 
list  of  exchanges.  New  societies  of  simi- 
lar character  to  our  own  are  being  instit- 
tuted  every  week.  There  are  102  geograph- 
ical societies  scattered  over  the  world, 
and  we  exchange  with  but  two  of  them. 
Established   in  a  portion  of  America  but 
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recently  opened  to  nettlement,  Old  World 
aocietien  are  always  Rlad  to  hear  from  uh, 
and  receive  our  transactionn  aa  cornine 
from  a  new  field  of  observation  and  work. 
The  history  of  Manitoba  is  bein^  made 
from  day  to  day.  and  every  pamohlet, 
prospectus,  report  of  public  spenches 
issued  from  the  printing  press  which  re- 
lates to  this  Province,  should  be  secured 
and  properly  catalogued  for  future  refer- 
ence. Our  efforts  in  this  direction  have 
not  been  as  great  as  they  might  have  been. 
Many  old  works  on  the  Northwest  are 
yearly  becoming  more  difTtcult  to  obtain 
and  increasing  in  market  value.    The  re- 


commendation to  the  council,  madtj 
annual  meeting,  that  so  far  an  is 
additions  should  be  made  to  our  4 
collection  of  Northwest  books,  duritj 
year,  must  he  borne  in  mind. 

In  my  ottir.ion,  in  view  of  thn  fafi 
the  societv  receives  some  sHkIu  ai 
from  the  Provincial  Governmt'iit.n 
the  prime  objects  to  be  held  in  v;t| 
our  membprs  is  the  securing  and : 
hution  of  information  of  a  prarticalj 
acter  which  will  be  beneficial  to  thej 
of  the  whole  Province. 

Charles  N.  Hki.i.,1 
Presidi 
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